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POPIA and Community Scheme Living
Article by Rudi Heerschop from Schuler Heerschop Pienaar Attornesy

The value of information and data has increased exponentially over the last decade. Some researchers have referred to information as ‘the
oil of the 21st Century’. As the value of information has evolved, the law regulating the economic use of personal information and data
resources has also evolved.
Historically, the right to privacy, which is also enshrined in section 14 of the Constitution, was by the common law. The Protection of
Personal Information Act (“POPIA”) heralds a dramatic change in the landscape of personal information protection and regulation in South
Africa, with stringent obligations being imposed on the custodians of personal information.
With the POPIA “date of compliance” steadily approaching, our offices have been inundated with queries relating to the impact of POPIA on
community schemes. This note seeks to address some of these questions.
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NAMA DISCLAIMER: The opinion expressed in this article is not necessarily that of NAMA. The article pertaining to content is
based on that of the writer and should only be used as such. The editor may elect to make amendments to the initial content,
but this should not be seen as an official opinion or correction of the content. The use of such information or advice is at the
user’s own risk and should not be considered as a formal opinion or be considered as legal advice or legal opinion of any
kind. NAMA will not be held liable for any damages, losses or causes of actions of any nature whatsoever arising from the
information or advice given. The article is not a discussion platform. Any discussion regarding the published article must be
forwarded directly to the author of the article.
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